Georgetown Charter Township
1515 Baldwin St., Jenison, MI 49428
Planning Commission Meeting Agenda
January 5, 2022, 7:00 p.m.

1. Call To Order
2. Roll Call
3. Approval Of The Agenda
4. Approval Of The Minutes Of The Previous Meeting
5. Old Business
6. New Business
6.I. Public Hearing - (REZ2201) (Ordinance 2022-01): To Change From Medium/High
Density Residential (MHR) To Neighborhood Service Commercial (NS) Part Of A Parcel
Of Land (Resulting In The Entire Parcel Becoming NS) Described As P.P. # 70-14-21400-092, Located 2739 Port Sheldon St., Georgetown Township, Ottawa County,
Michigan.
Documents:
APPLICATION.PDF
(REZ2201) 2739 PORT SHELDON ST STAFF REPORT.PDF
6.II. Public Hearing - (REZ2202) (Ordinance 2022-02): Ordinance Amendment To Chapter 20.
Documents:
K-12 SCHOOLS ORDINANCE AMENDMENT STAFF REPORT.PDF
LIST OF GEORGETOWN SCHOOLS.PDF
COMPARING OTHER MUNICIPALITIES.PDF
OTHER MUNICIPALITY SCHOOL ORDINANCES.PDF
RESOLUTION.PDF
7. Election Of Officers
8. Communications, Letters And Reports
9. Public Comments
10. Other Business
11. Commissioner/Staff Comments
12. Adjournment

10. Other Business
11. Commissioner/Staff Comments
12. Adjournment

STAFF REPORT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION FOR REZONING REQUEST (REZ2201)
(REZ2201) (Ordinance 2022-01): To change from Medium/High Density Residential (MHR) to
Neighborhood Service Commercial (NS) part of a parcel of land (resulting in the entire parcel becoming
NS) described as P.P. # 70-14-21-400-092, located 2739 Port Sheldon St., Georgetown Township, Ottawa
County, Michigan.
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ZONING MAP

FUTURE LAND USE MAP

REVIEW STANDARDS
Rezonings go with the land, not the property owner or use. Therefore, once a parcel is zoned to a
particular classification, the zoning is permanent unless changed by a subsequent rezoning action. Zoning
cannot be conditional and a parcel cannot be rezoned for one specific use. Any use permitted within the
zoning district is permitted on the property, provided the other applicable regulations of the Zoning
Ordinance (lot sizes, setbacks, etc.) are met.
The following standards are used for consideration by the Planning Commission and Township Board in
their review of the rezoning request.
1. Consistency: Is the proposed zoning and all of its permitted uses consistent with the
recommendations of the Township Land Use Plan?
Based on the text of the Master Plan and based on the property being directly adjacent to
Neighborhood Commercial (NC), the request is determined to be consistent with the Master
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Plan since it is noted that lines separating land use categories are NOT to be considered to be
defined lines and the lines are not necessarily parcel specific.
Page 33 of the Master Plan states:
Commercial Land Use Policies:
Confined neighborhood commercial centers could be provided in select locations to place needed
services conveniently accessible to residential neighborhoods as long as they are restricted to
5,000 square feet or less of building size.
The location of this rezoning request is adjacent with NS zoning to the west. The development to
the north is zoned MHR with condos. The property is currently being used as residential and
the applicant states the reason for rezoning the property is to sell it as a commercial property. If
the property is developed as neighborhood commercial in the future, it can be determined that
the use of the site would “locate a needed service conveniently accessible to residential
neighborhoods”.
Page 35 of the Master Plan states:
Based on the issues, goals and policies presented, and on consideration of potential future
population growth in the Township, a map titled “Georgetown Township Future Land Use Map”
dated November 23, 2015, depicting the desired future development pattern in the Township was
prepared and may be viewed at the Georgetown Township Office or online. It is noted that lines
separating land use categories are NOT to be considered to be defined lines and the lines are
not necessarily parcel specific.
Being adjacent to NS zoning that is master planned for NC, this property could be considered to
be designated for Neighborhood Commercial since the lines are not supposed to be defined lines
and are not supposed to be parcel-specific.
Page 36 of the Master Plan states:
NC-Neighborhood Commercial
Neighborhood Commercial uses are intended to serve the convenience commercial needs of the
immediate area. As such, there are a very limited number of areas where land is provided for these
uses. Neighborhood commercial centers are typically small in size, in the range of two to six acres.
A neighborhood commercial center should be small in size and scale, typically being no greater
than 20,000 square feet in total floor area. This category is not intended to provide for uses
which serve the community-at-large, or which compete with existing commercial centers in
the Township and the City of Hudsonville. Examples of neighborhood commercial uses include
convenience retail stores, small sit-down or carry-out restaurants not having drive-through service
windows, bank branch offices, dry cleaners and other personal services. A full-service supermarket
or other big box uses such as hardware stores or department stores, which typically would include a
minimum of 40,000 square feet of floor area, would not be considered consistent with the purpose
of this land use category.
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Considering the size of the property, it appears that the site will serve the convenience
commercial needs of the immediate area, it will not serve the community-at-large nor does it
appear that it will compete with existing commercial centers in the Township and the City of
Hudsonville.
The Future Land Use Map designates this site as MDR with NC adjacent to the west, MDR to
the north, and Industrial to the east (see the map above). Rezoning the remainder of the site to
NS would be an extension of the neighborhood commercial service to the west that is
conveniently serving the residential development in the immediate area.
Therefore, per the Master Plan, rezoning the remainder of this property from MHR to NS
appears to be consistent with the Master Plan.
2. Compatibility: Is the proposed zoning district and all of its allowed uses compatible with the
surrounding area?
Yes. Adjacent property to the west is zoned NS and is planned as such (NC) on the Future Land Use
Map. The parcel to be rezoned is already partially zoned NS on the western portion.
Note: Although rezoning the property will create a nonconforming situation with the home, that does
not appear to be an issue because the home was built in 1960.
3. Capability: Is the property capable, including utilities and infrastructure, of being used for all the
uses that would be allowed?
Not all. The property is served by public water and sewer. There are two uses permitted by “right” in
the NS zoning district that aren’t capable of being used on this parcel from a zoning standpoint. The
site is capable of being used for all the other uses permitted by “right”. The uses not capable of being
used on this property are mortuaries/funeral homes and hospitals.
Sec. 14.2(H): Mortuaries and funeral homes, provided the minimum lot area shall be one acre
with a minimum width of one hundred and fifty (150) feet and the site shall front upon an arterial or
collector street. The lot area is 0.592 acres, excluding the road right-of-way.
Sec. 13.2(E): Hospitals, provided, at least one (1) property line abuts a major or minor arterial street;
minimum main and accessory building setback shall be one hundred (100) feet; and ambulance
and emergency entrance areas shall be visually screened from view of adjacent residential uses by a
structure or by a sight-obscuring wall or fence of six (6) feet or more in height. Access to and from the
ambulance and delivery area shall be directly from a major or minor arterial street. After taking into
account the minimum setbacks of 100 feet, the site would not be capable of being used as a
hospital.
Although the proposed site is not capable of being used for these two uses, the NS zoned parcel
adjacent to the west is also not capable of being used as a hospital. There are more NS zoned parcels
in the Township, more specifically at the northeast corner of the intersection of Baldwin St. and 20th
Ave. that are of similar size that aren’t capable of being used as a mortuary/funeral home or hospital.
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Furthermore, the following aerial shows 10327 42nd Avenue. This property was rezoned from HDR to
NS (REZ2102) in 2021 and its size is .617 acres, excluding the road right-of-way.

Below are uses permitted in NS zoning per Chapter 14.
Sec 14.1 PURPOSE
This District is intended to permit local retail business and service uses which are desirable to serve
the residential areas of the Township. In order to promote good business development so far as is
possible at an appropriate scale to adjoining residential areas, uses are prohibited which would create
hazards, offensive and loud noises, vibration, smoke, glare, heavy truck traffic, or late hours of
operation. The intent of this District is also to encourage the concentration of business uses, to the
mutual advantage of both the consumers and merchants, consistent with the intent of the Township
Land Use Plan, and thereby avoid the encouragement of marginal business throughout the community.
Sec 14.2 PERMITTED USES
Land and/or buildings in this District may be used for the following purposes by right:
1. Any permitted use in the OS District.
2. Any Retail or Wholesale Business whose principal activity is the sale of merchandise within an
enclosed building.
3. Assembly buildings including dance pavilions, auditoriums, churches, and private clubs.
4. Public or private business schools or colleges.
5. Health and physical fitness salons.
6. Restaurants, clubs and other drinking establishments which provide food and drink for
consumption on the premises, excluding drive-through restaurants. (revised 6/25/18)
7. Drive-through businesses including banks, dry cleaning pick-up stations and other similar uses.
8. Mortuaries and funeral homes provided the minimum lot area shall be one acre with a minimum
width of one hundred and fifty (150) feet and the site shall front upon an arterial or collector street.
(section revised 3/28/16)
Sec 13.2 PERMITTED USES
Land and/or buildings in this District may be used for the following purposes by right:
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1. Office buildings for any of the following occupations: executive, administrative, professional,
accounting, writing, clerical, stenographic, drafting, and office equipment and supplies sales.
2. Medical offices including clinics.
3. Banks, credit unions, savings and loan institutions not including drive-through facilities.
4. Personal service establishments which perform personal services on the premises, including barber
and beauty shops, interior decorating shops, photographic studios, laundromats or similar uses.
(revised 7/25/95)
5. Hospitals, provided, at least one (1) property line abuts a major or minor arterial street; minimum
main and accessory building setback shall be one hundred (100) feet; and ambulance and emergency
entrance areas shall be visually screened from view of adjacent residential uses by a structure or by a
sight-obscuring wall or fence of six (6) feet or more in height. Access to and from the ambulance and
delivery area shall be directly from a major or minor arterial street. (revised 3/28/16)
6. Commercial schools including art, business, music, dance, professional, and trade.
7. Municipal buildings, public utility buildings, service installations, exchanges, and public utility
offices. (revised 3/28/16)
8. Churches. (revised 3/28/16)
9. Accessory buildings and uses as defined in Chapter II.
10. Day care centers. (revised 6/11/18)
Sec 14.3 USES REQUIRING SPECIAL LAND USE APPROVAL
The following uses may be permitted by obtaining Special Land Use Approval when all applicable
standards as cited in Chapter 20 are met.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Vehicle service stations.
Deleted 6/11/18.
Commercial soil removal.
Vehicle Wash Establishment
Commercial radio and television and wireless communication towers.
Adult Foster Care Congregate Facility.
Veterinary hospitals, clinics, and kennels.
Drive-through restaurants.
Restaurants having a distillery, brewery or winery on the same site. (revised 6/25/18)

(section revised 3/28/16)
4. Other considerations: Will the rezoning require an inordinate expenditure of public funds (road
improvements, utility extension, etc.) to make the development feasible?
No.
5. Will the rezoning cause development to “leap frog” other undeveloped areas in the same zoning
district and necessitate premature extensions of services to rural areas of the Township?
No. Adjacent property to the west is zoned NS. It will not create a “leap frog” situation. This
rezoning appears to be consistent with the Future Land Use Map because the master plan text
states that lines separating land use categories are not to be considered to be defined lines and
the lines are not necessarily parcel specific.
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6. Is there sufficient vacant land already zoned in a specific category (e.g., industrial, multi-family,
commercial)?
This does not apply because the parcel is split zoned NS and MHR. It’s important to note that
the western portion of the parcel that is zoned NS does not meet the lot area requirement of
11,050 square feet per Chapter 24. The aerial below shows the lot area of the NS portion is
approximately 6,900 +/- square feet, excluding the road right-of-way. The definition of “lot” per
Sec. 2.55 makes the NS portion nonconforming. Within the definition of “lot”, it states “For
purposes of determining area use requirements, including the special use standards in Chapter
20, for a parcel having more than one zoning classification, the term “lot” is that portion of the
parcel consisting of only the zoning classification which encompasses the proposed
development.” Since the NS portion is to be treated as its own lot, Sec. 27.6(B) would require
any construction to be approved by the Zoning Board of Appeals. Although the Zoning Board of
Appeals can approve construction on the NS portion, it doesn’t appear that establishing
reasonable setbacks is realistic. Rezoning this parcel would eliminate the nonconforming
situation regarding the NS portion and allow the entire parcel to be developed with a permitted
use listed in the NS zoning district.

7. Is the rezoning more likely to be granted if conditions could be attached (rezonings cannot be
conditional)?
No.

SUMMARY
The proposed zoning designation is determined to be consistent with the Master plan (specifically the text).
The area is determined to be capable of sustaining the uses within the NS district except for two. The uses
allowed within the NS district are compatible with the neighboring uses.
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OPTION FOR MOTION
If the Planning Commission determines that the property should be rezoned to NS the following motion is
provided.
Motion:

To adopt the staff report as finding of facts and to recommend to the Township
Board to approve the following resolution:
Georgetown Charter Township
Ottawa County, Michigan
(Ordinance No. 2022-01)

At a regular meeting of the Georgetown Charter Township Board held at the Township offices on
, 2022, beginning at 7:00 p.m., Township Board Member

made a motion to adopt

this Ordinance because the proposed zoning designation is consistent with the Master plan and the Future
Land Use Map for the area; the area is capable of sustaining the uses within the NS district without additional
public funds; the uses allowed within the NS district are compatible with the neighboring uses and to adopt
the staff report as finding of fact, which motion was seconded by Township Board Member
:
AN AMENDMENT TO THE GEORGETOWN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
ZONING ORDINANCE, AS AMENDED, AND MAP
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GEORGETOWN (the “Township”) ORDAINS:
ARTICLE 1. The map of the Georgetown Charter Township Zoning Ordinance, as amended, is
hereby amended to read as follows:
(REZ2201) (Ordinance 2022-01): To change from Medium/High Density Residential (MHR) to
Neighborhood Service Commercial (NS) part of a parcel of land (resulting in the entire parcel
becoming NS) described as P.P. # 70-14-21-400-092, located 2739 Port Sheldon St., Georgetown
Township, Ottawa County, Michigan.
Except as expressly modified by the above, the balance of the Zoning Map of the Georgetown
Charter Township Zoning Ordinance, as amended, shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect.
ARTICLE 2. Severability. In the event that any one or more sections, provisions, phrases, or
words of this Ordinance shall be found to be invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such holding shall
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not affect the validity or the enforceability of the remaining sections, provisions, phrases, or other words of
this Ordinance.
ARTICLE 3. Except as specified above, the balance of the Georgetown Charter Township Zoning
Ordinance, as amended, and map shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect.
ARTICLE 4. Effective Date. The provisions of this Ordinance shall take effect upon the expiration
of seven (7) days from the date of publication after the adoption of this Ordinance or a summary of its
provisions in accordance with the law.
The vote in favor of adopting this Ordinance was as follows:
Yeas:
Nays:
Absent:
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY AND ORDINANCE DECLARED ADOPTED.
CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of an Ordinance adopted by Georgetown Charter Township
Board at the time, date, and place specified above pursuant to the required statutory procedures.
Respectfully submitted,
Dated: _______________, 2022

By
Ryan Kidd
Georgetown Charter Township Clerk
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REQUEST
At the November 3, 2021 meeting, the Planning Commission initiated a Zoning Ordinance amendment to
Chapter 20 to revise the minimum site size requirement for K-12 schools. This became a topic of discussion
when First Reformed Protestant Church applied for a special land use permit to run a school at their location.
Before proceeding, the property had to seek a variance from the minimum site size requirement, which was
granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals on August 16, 2021. The special land use permit was then granted
by the Planning Commission on August 18, 2021. Both, the Zoning Board of Appeals and Planning
Commission, came to the conclusion that the current ordinance appears to place an unfair burden on small
private schools because they have to comply with local zoning standards that public schools do not –
specifically the minimum site size requirement.
The Planning Commission had discussion on September 1, 2021 and November 3, 2021 to amend the
ordinance as it pertains to the minimum site size requirement for K-12 schools. The notice was published on
December 14, 2021 for a public hearing on January 5, 2022.
***************************************************************************************
(REZ2202) Ordinance 2022-02:
Sec. 20.4 Site Design Standards; (U) K-12 Schools
(1)

Minimum site size for elementary schools shall be 20 acres, middle schools shall be 30 acres,
and high schools shall be 40 acres. Where a combination exists, the greater land area shall
apply. Minimum site size for schools shall be 5 acres.

(2)

Minimum lot width of 200 ft. abutting an arterial street; and at least one means of ingress and
egress shall be located on such street.

(3)

Athletic fields shall not be located closer than two hundred (200) ft. from any property line
abutting a residential district.

(4)

A greenbelt shall be provided in accordance with Sec. 3.11 where, in the opinion of the
Planning Commission, screening is needed to minimize visual, noise, or other impacts from
the proposed development.

***************************************************************************************
HISTORY
In the early 1990’s, ordinance standards for schools were adopted to regulate a private school that had
multiple buildings, along with land for future buildings and expansions.
CURRENT ORDINANCE REGULATIONS
K-12 schools are allowed in the following districts with a special use permit: AG, RR, LDR, LMR, MDR,
MHR, HDR, MHP (not colleges or universities).
Not allowed in the following districts: Industrial.
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Although K-12 schools are not allowed in the following districts, commercial schools, including art,
business, music, dance, professional and trade are allowed by right: OS, NS, CS and HS.
HOW OTHER MUNICIPALITIES REGULATE SCHOOLS
The included attachments describe how nearby municipalities regulate schools in their zoning ordinance. The
spreadsheet compares their regulations on schools.
Depending on the zoning district, some municipalities require a special land use permit with specific site
design standards while some require a special land use permit with no specific site design standards (which
means the request only has to meet the zoning district’s requirements). Also, some municipalities permit
schools by right in certain zoning districts which means the school only has to meet the standard zoning
requirements of its zoning district.
DISCUSSION
Based on prior discussion at the ZBA meeting on August 16, 2021 and the PC meetings on August 18, 2021,
September 1, 2021, and November 3, 2021, the current ordinance appears to place an unfair burden on small
private schools when they are required to comply with standards that public schools do not.
A revision to the site design standards for K-12 schools under Sec. 20.4(U) was proposed at the PC meeting
on September 1. The PC made a motion to have the proposed language be rewritten and discussed at a future
meeting, at which point an ordinance amendment may be initiated. The proposed amendment was rewritten
and presented to the Planning Commission at the November 3, 2021 meeting, at which point, an ordinance
amendment was initiated.
A list of schools in Georgetown Township is provided, with each school’s site size, lineal frontage, and street
access.
After comparing the lineal frontage of all public schools and existing private schools, it appears that it is
reasonable to continue to require a minimum lot width of 200 feet, setbacks for athletic fields from any
property line that abuts a residential district and a greenbelt in accordance with Sec. 3.11 also seem
reasonable.
Regarding the discussion about minimum site size. To put it into perspective, the only public elementary
school that would meet the current requirement of 20 acres is Georgetown Elementary and it is located on the
same 143-acre parcel as Baldwin Street Middle School; the site also has athletic fields for a variety of sports.
The Planning Commission determined at the November 3, 2021 meeting to lessen the minimum site size
requirement to 5 acres. The change would address the Zoning Board of Appeals and Planning Commission’s
assessment that the requirement of 20 acres for elementary schools, 30 acres for middle schools, and 40 acres
for high schools places an unfair burden on small private schools because public schools are not subject to
local zoning standards.
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OPTION FOR MOTION
Motion:

To recommend to the Township Board to approve the following resolution:

(REZ2202) Ordinance 2022-02:
GEORGETOWN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
OTTAWA COUNTY, MICHIGAN
(Ordinance No. 2022-02)
At a regular meeting of the Township Board for the Charter Township of Georgetown, held at the
Township Offices on _______________, 2022, the following Ordinance/ordinance amendment was
offered for adoption by Township Board Member _______________, and was seconded by Township
Board Member _______________, upon recommendation from the Planning Commission:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE GEORGETOWN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
ZONING ORDINANCE CHAPTER 20
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GEORGETOWN (the “Township”) ORDAINS:
Article I.
The Georgetown Charter Township Zoning Ordinance, as amended, is hereby amended to
revise Chapter 20 as follows:
Sec. 20.4 Site Design Standards; (U) K-12 Schools
(1)

Minimum site size for elementary schools shall be 20 acres, middle schools shall be 30 acres,
and high schools shall be 40 acres. Where a combination exists, the greater land area shall
apply. Minimum site size for schools shall be 5 acres.

Article II.
Except as specified above, the balance of the Georgetown Charter Township Zoning
Ordinance, as amended, shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect.
Article III.
Severability. In the event that any one or more sections, provisions, phrases, or words of
this Ordinance/ordinance amendment shall be found to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of
competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect the validity or the enforceability of the remaining
sections, provisions, phrases, or other words of this Ordinance/ordinance amendment, and the balance of
this Ordinance/ordinance amendment shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect.
Article IV.
Effective Date. This Ordinance/ordinance amendment shall become effective upon the
expiration of seven (7) days after the date that this Ordinance/ordinance amendment or a summary thereof
appears in the newspaper as provided by law.
The vote in favor of this Ordinance/ordinance amendment was as follows:
YEAS:
NAYS:
ABSENT/ABSTAIN:
ORDINANCE/ORDINANCE AMENDMENT DECLARED ADOPTED.
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CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of an Ordinance/ordinance amendment adopted by the
Township Board for Georgetown Charter Township at the time, date, and place specified above pursuant
to the required statutory procedures.
Respectfully submitted,

By
Ryan Kidd
Georgetown Charter Township Clerk

Jenison Public Schools

Grades

Site Size

Lineal Frontage

Access

Bauerwood Elementary

K-6

18.83 acres

1,600 +/- feet

Bauer Rd.

Bursley Elementary

K-6

13.89 acres

1,100 +/- feet

12th Ave.

Pre-K

18.84 acres

660 feet

Baldwin St.

Shares site with El Puente Elementary.

El Puente Elementary

K-6

18.84 acres

660 feet

Baldwin St.

Shares site with Early Childhood Center.

Pinewood Elementary

K-6

10.73 acres

66 feet on Chippewa St.
66 feet on Coconut Dr.

Chippewa St., Coconut Dr.

Rosewood Elementary

K-6

9.96 acres

550 feet

Tyler St.

Baldwin St., 20th Ave., Sandy Hill Dr.

Early Childhood Center

Comments

Sandy Hill Elementary

K-6

8.62 acres

630 feet on Baldwin St.
616 feet on 20th Ave.
152 feet on Sandy Hill Dr.

Junior High

7-8

80.54 acres

1,400 +/- feet on Bauer Rd.
1,900 +/- feet on 20th Ave.

Bauer Rd., 20th Ave.

Shares site with High School.

High School

9-12

80.54 acres

1,400 +/- feet on Bauer Rd.
66 feet on Basswood St.

Bauer Rd., Basswood St.

Shares site with Junior High.

Elementary

K-5

6.17 acres

66 feet

Connie St.

Shares site with JIA Secondary.

Secondary

6-12

6.17 acres

66 feet

Connie St.

Shares site with JIA Elementary.

Grades

Site Size

Lineal Frontage

Access

Comments

Alward Elementary

K-5

13.05 acres

620 +/- feet

Port Sheldon St.

Bauer Elementary

K-5

10.98 acres

692 feet

48th Ave.

Georgetown Elementary

K-5

143.58 acres

1,630 +/- feet on Baldwin St.
1,900 feet on 36th Ave.

Baldwin St., 36th Ave.

Shares site with Baldwin Street Middle School.

Baldwin Street Middle School

6-8

143.58 acres

1,630 +/- feet on Baldwin St.
1,900 feet on 36th Ave.

Baldwin St., 36th Ave.

Shares site with Georgetown Elementary.

Grades

Site Size

Lineal Frontage

Access

Comments

Jenison Christian School

K-8

14.17 acres

936 feet

Graceland Dr.

Unity Christian High School

9-12

111.94 acres

2,000 +/- feet

48th Ave.

Heritage Christian School

K-8

34.53 acres

66 feet Winter St.

Winter St., San Ru Ave.

Jenison International Academy

Hudsonville Public Schools

Private Schools

Not in Georgetown, but has access from Georgetown via San Ru Ave.

Municipality

Largest Minimum Size*

Largest Minimum Width**

Location of Access

Byron Township

4 acres

200 feet

N/A

Permitted by right in districts that it is allowed; no special land use required anywhere.

City of Wyoming

5 acres K-8;
10 acres HS

None

Major Thoroughfare

Special land use required in districts that it is allowed; need to meet specific standards.
Not permitted by right anywhere.

City of Hudsonville

2 acres

200 feet (greater if necessary)

Collector or Arterial Roadway

City of Walker

1 acre

180 feet

N/A

Permitted by right in 6 districts; special use required in 2 districts; no specific standards exist.

City of Grandville

13,000 square feet

100 feet

N/A

Special land use required in districts that it is allowed; no specific standards exist. Not permitted by right anywhere.

Blendon Township

2 acres (commercial district)

110 feet (commercial district)

N/A

Special land use required in residential districts; no specific standards exist.
Permitted by right in 2 commercial districts.
Requirements in residential districts appear to be written with just dwelling units in mind.

Jamestown Township

2 acres

200 feet

N/A

Permitted by right in some residential districts.
Special land use in some commercial districts; no specific standards exist.

Allendale Township

1 acre

150 feet

N/A

Special land use required in districts that it is allowed; no specific standards exist.

20 acres elementary;
30 acres middle;
40 acres high school

200 feet

Arterial Street

Georgetown Township

* Largest minimum size means the largest of the listed minimum sizes out of all the zoning districts that allow schools.
** Largest minimum width means the largest of the listed minimum widths out of all the zoning districts that allow schools.

Comments

Only allowed in one district and it is permitted by right there.

Special land use required in districts that it is allowed; need to meet specific standards.
Not allowed in any commercial or industrial districts.

Byron Township: Private and parochial schools, excluding trade/commercial schools are permitted by
right in R-A, R-R, R-S, R-U, MHC, and MFR. See charts below.

City of Wyoming: Public, parochial or private elementary, intermediate or high schools in R-1, R-2, R-3,
R-7, and ER require a special land use permit. Specific standards are as follows:

City of Hudsonville: Public and private schools permitted by right in the PF - Public Facilities District.
Public Facilities District’s minimum lot area is two acres and the minimum lot frontage located on a
collector or arterial roadway is 200 feet. A greater lot frontage may be required where necessary to
meet the driveway spacing standards.
Schools are not permitted in any other zoning district.

City of Walker:










Permitted: nursery schools operated by a church on church property in “A” district, single-family
residential (11,880 sf and 90 ft. width).
Special Exception Use: schools in “A” district, single-family residential: the ratio of pupils to total
lot size shall be at least 300 square feet per pupil for nursery schools, and at least 500 square
feet per pupil for elementary, junior high and senior high schools.
Permitted: schools in “AA” district, agricultural (1 acre and 180 ft. width).
Permitted: public and charter schools in “P-SP” district, public-semipublic (lot size not listed).
Permitted: public, private or trade schools in “ORP” district, office, research and parking (12,150
sf and 90 ft. width).
Permitted: public, private or trade schools in “C-1” district, local commercial (12,000 sf and 50
ft. width).
Special Exception Use in Standale Downtown District on primary frontage areas, secondary
frontage areas, and neighborhood frontage areas.
Permitted: trade or industrial schools in “ML” district, light industry (40,000 sf and 100 ft.
width).

There are no specific standards for schools in districts that require a special exception use. The request
only has to meet the standards for approval of special exception uses that all other special exception
uses must meet:
(1) The establishment, maintenance, location or operation of the use will not be detrimental to
or endanger the public;
(2) The use is compatible with the intent of the zoning district and will not change the essential
character of the surrounding area;
(3) The use will not be injurious to the use or enjoyment of other property in the immediate
vicinity for the purposes permitted, will not substantially diminish or impair property values
within the area, and will not result in any significant adverse impact on the natural
environment;
(4) The establishment, maintenance, location or operation of the use will not impede the
normal and orderly development and improvement of surrounding property for uses
permitted in that district;
(5) Adequate utilities, access roads, drainage, and other necessary services or facilities have
been or will be provided such that the use will not place demands on public services or
facilities in excess of capacity; and
(6) The use will, in all other respects, conform to the applicable regulations of the zoning district
in which it is located, conditions imposed on approval, and all other applicable provisions of
law, ordinance or statute.

City of Grandville:
Special Land Use required in all residential districts and one downtown district. No additional
requirements are listed so the request only has to meet the general standards that all special land uses
must meet.

Blendon Township:
Public and private schools allowed with a special land use permit in the AG, R-1, R-2, and R-3 zoning
districts. Not permitted in the Exclusive Agricultural district. There are no specific standards for special
land use approval. The request has to meet the same general standards that all special land uses must
meet (i.e. compatibility with adjacent uses).

Permitted by right in C-1 Neighborhood Commercial District: private and public schools.
Permitted by right in O-S Office Service District: public, parochial and other private elementary,
intermediate and/or high schools offering courses in general education, and nursery school and group
day care centers. Public and private colleges, universities and other institutions of higher learning
require special land use approval by only meeting the general standards (no specific standards).

Jamestown Township:
Permitted by right in the AR Agricultural-Rural Residential District: schools, libraries and other municipal
structures and uses. The minimum lot size is two (2) acres and minimum lot width is two hundred (200)
feet in the AR district.
Permitted by right in the R-1 Residential District: schools, libraries and other municipal structures and
uses. The minimum lot size is thirty thousand (30,000) square feet and minimum lot width is one
hundred thirty-two (132) feet.
Permitted by right in the R-2 Residential District: schools, libraries and other municipal structures and
uses. This chapter only specifies the minimum lot size and width for residential dwellings and does not
mention anything for any other uses.
Special Land Use required in the C-1 Village Commercial District: public and private schools. The
minimum lot size is fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet and minimum width is one hundred (100)
feet at the street right-of-way line.
Special Land Use required in the C-2 General Commercial District: public and private schools. The
minimum lot size and width are listed as TBD with a footnote stating, “The minimum lot size shall be
determined by the development requirements for the district. All lots shall be of a size to accommodate
the building, setback requirements, landscaping and parking as required in this Ordinance. No lot may
exceed the 4:1 ratio of depth to width.”
Special Land Use required in the B/I Business and Industrial District: public and private schools. The
minimum lot size is forty thousand (40,000) square feet and minimum lot width is one hundred fifty
(150) feet.
There are no specific special land use standards for schools. They only have to meet the same general
standards that all special land uses must meet (below):

Allendale Township:
Special Land Use permit is required for schools in all districts that permits schools. Those districts are:








AG Agricultural and Rural District: schools and colleges, government buildings
RE Rural Estate District: schools and colleges, government buildings
R-1 Low Density One-Family Residential District: elementary and secondary schools and colleges
which may include on campus dormitories, libraries, museums, art galleries, auditoriums,
gymnasiums, and similar uses. Minimum side and rear yards of fifty (50) feet are required where
the property abuts any residentially zoned lot.
R-2 Medium Density Single- and Two-Family Residential District: elementary and secondary
schools and colleges which may include on campus dormitories, libraries, museums, art
galleries, auditoriums, gymnasiums, and similar uses. Minimum side and rear yards of fifty (50)
feet are required where the property abuts any residentially zoned lot.
R-3 Low Density Multiple Family Residential District: elementary and secondary schools and
colleges which may include on campus dormitories, libraries, museums, art galleries,
auditoriums, gymnasiums, and similar uses. Minimum side and rear yards of fifty (50) feet are
required where the property abuts any residentially zoned lot.

Not permitted in any other district.
There are no specific standards for schools so they only have to meet the general standards that every
special land use must meet.

Allendale Township continued…
The minimum lot size and minimum lot width of each district that permits schools are as follows:







AG: one (1) acre and width of one hundred fifty (150) feet.
RE: not less than (1) acre and width of not less than one hundred fifty (150) feet except for lots
on a cul-de-sac.
R-1: not less than fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet and not less than one hundred (100)
feet at the front setback line for interior lots or have a minimum of seventeen thousand five
hundred (17,500) square feet and minimum width of one hundred twenty (120) feet at the
front setback line for corner lots.
R-2: the way this chapter is written, it appears that the requirements only applies to residential
dwelling units.
R-3: minimum of fifteen thousand (15,000) square feet and minimum width of one hundred
(100) feet.

Note: The specific standards for special land use for a church in Allendale’s Zoning Ordinance state, “The
following uses may be conducted in conjunction with a church facility when located on the same parcel
as the church facility and when specifically authorized as Special Land Use by the Planning Commission
in accordance with the requirements of Article 20 of this Ordinance.”
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.

Senior citizen community center;
Child and adult day care center;
School;
Food pantry and household goods bank;
Lighted athletic fields;
Coffee and beverage bar offering…………..
The sale of new and used household goods such as………………….

So schools conducted in conjunction with a church are allowed on the same parcel as a church. Churches
are required to have access from a collector or arterial street, except that the Planning Commission may
approve a secondary access point which is not from such a street, and the minimum site area is two (2)
acres with a minimum lot width of two hundred (200) feet.

(REZ2202) Ordinance 2022-02:
GEORGETOWN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
OTTAWA COUNTY, MICHIGAN
(Ordinance No. 2022-02)
At a regular meeting of the Township Board for the Charter Township of Georgetown, held at the
Township Offices on _______________, 2022, the following Ordinance/ordinance amendment was
offered for adoption by Township Board Member _______________, and was seconded by Township
Board Member _______________, upon recommendation from the Planning Commission:
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE GEORGETOWN CHARTER TOWNSHIP
ZONING ORDINANCE CHAPTER 20
THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF GEORGETOWN (the “Township”) ORDAINS:
Article I.
The Georgetown Charter Township Zoning Ordinance, as amended, is hereby amended to
revise Chapter 20 as follows:
Sec. 20.4 Site Design Standards; (U) K-12 Schools
(1)

Minimum site size for elementary schools shall be 20 acres, middle schools shall be 30 acres,
and high schools shall be 40 acres. Where a combination exists, the greater land area shall
apply. Minimum site size for schools shall be 5 acres.

Article II.
Except as specified above, the balance of the Georgetown Charter Township Zoning
Ordinance, as amended, shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect.
Article III.
Severability. In the event that any one or more sections, provisions, phrases, or words of
this Ordinance/ordinance amendment shall be found to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of
competent jurisdiction, such invalidity shall not affect the validity or the enforceability of the remaining
sections, provisions, phrases, or other words of this Ordinance/ordinance amendment, and the balance of
this Ordinance/ordinance amendment shall remain unchanged and in full force and effect.
Article IV.
Effective Date. This Ordinance/ordinance amendment shall become effective upon the
expiration of seven (7) days after the date that this Ordinance/ordinance amendment or a summary thereof
appears in the newspaper as provided by law.
The vote in favor of this Ordinance/ordinance amendment was as follows:
YEAS:
NAYS:
ABSENT/ABSTAIN:
ORDINANCE/ORDINANCE AMENDMENT DECLARED ADOPTED.

Zoning Ordinance Amendment

page

2

CERTIFICATION
I hereby certify that the above is a true copy of an Ordinance/ordinance amendment adopted by the
Township Board for Georgetown Charter Township at the time, date, and place specified above pursuant
to the required statutory procedures.
Respectfully submitted,

By
Ryan Kidd
Georgetown Charter Township Clerk

